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ISSUANCE OF A PATENT IN FEE TO VIOLA DELANEY, 
A BLACKFEET ALLOTTEE 


JuNE 26 (legislative day, June 21), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Ecron, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


UNIV. OF MICH. 
REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 7301] 


JUL 15 1952 


LAW LIBRARY 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 7301) authorizing and directing the Secretary 
of the Interior to issue to Viola Delaney a patent in fee to lands 
allotted to her on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Mont., having 
considered the same, report thereon with the recommendation that 
it do pass without amendment. 

This bill has been considered by the Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs of the House; on June 11, 1952, that committee sub- 
mitted its report (H. Rept. No. 2159) to the House recommending 
its passage, and on June 17, 1952, it passed the House. 

This bill, if enacted, will authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue a patent in fee to Viola Delaney for her 87.58-acre 
homestead allotment No. 2090 on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, 
Mont. The enactment of legislation as proposed herein is necessary 
to permit the issuance of such patent in fee because the act of June 
30, 1919 (41 Stat. 16), provides that ‘“‘of the lands so allotted 80 acres 
of each allotment shall be designated as a homestead by the allottee 
and be evidenced by a trust patent and shall remain inalienable and 
nontaxable until Congress shall otherwise direct.”’ 

It appears that Mrs. Delaney is a competent person well able to 
conduct her business affairs without governmental supervision or 
protection. She has not resided on the Blackfeet Reservation for 
many years. 

The Secretary of the Interior recommends the enactment of this 
bill, and advises that the Bureau of the Budget indicates that it has 
no objection to its enactment. 

A copy of the Secretary of the Interior’s report, dated May 21 


1952, is attached hereto and made a part of this report, as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., May 21, 1952. 


Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. Murpock: Reference is made to your request for a report on 
H. R. 7301, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to issue a patent in fee 
to Viola Delaney. 

I recommend that this bill be enacted. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to issue.a 
patent in fee to Viola Delaney for her 87.58-acre homestead allotment No. 2090, 
on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Mont. The enactment of legislation is 
necessary to permit the issuance of such patent in fee because the act of June 30, 
1919 (41 Stat. 16), provides that ‘‘of the lands so allotted 80 acres of each allot- 
ment shall be designated as a homestead by the allottee and be evidenced by a 
trust patent and shall remain inalienable and nontaxable until Congress shall 
otherwise direct.” 

It appears that Mrs. Delaney is a competent person well able to conduct her 
business affairs without supervision by the Federal Government. She has not 
resided on the reservation for years and the alienation of this land will not interfere 
with the consolidation of Indianlands for the use of the tribe or its members. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Oscar L, CHAPMAN, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
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